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6.3)  Method of Joints 
 
- Enforce equilibrium at the joints 
- FBD of the pin 
- Popular in Colorado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- If the force is directed away from the pin, the force is drawn in tension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- If the force is directed towards from the pin, the force is drawn in compression. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Equilibrium 
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Zero-Force Member 
- Member that supports no loading 
- Increases the stability of the truss 
- Can be identified by inspection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


