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Students with LD

Several Subtypes of LD
LD Reading

LD Math

LD Written Expression

LD Language

Disorder of basic psychological 
processing

Difficulty learning

Significant discrepancy between ability 
and achievement



Students with EBD

Vague definition

Must have the following:

Inability to learn

Inability to build or maintain relationships

Inappropriate behaviors or emotions

Inability to control emotions

NOT due to other causes

i.e. Environment



Other services

OT/PT

Speech Language

Other Health Impaired



Special Education Legislation Rights

Rights of Parents and Students to File a 

Formal Grievance

Least Restrictive Placement

 Individualized Education Program



Who can make a referral?

Child’s parent or legal guardian

Professional staff member of the school district

Licensed physician

Judicial Officer

An individual, on his or her own behalf, if he or 

she is 18 years of age or older, or an 

emancipated minor.

Referring Students for Special 

Education



Referring Students for Special 

Education

Contact the parents

Make a thorough Check of the Student’s 

Records

Talk with the Child’s other Teachers

Consult with the School Psychologist

Pre-referral Intervention

Document Everything!



What should be in the referral?
Reason for referral and details describing the 

area(s) of difficulty

Reason for believing that an educational 
disability exists

Test scores, records, or reports upon which the 
referral is based

Description of attempts to remediate the 
problem

Description of extent of parental contact

Referring Students for Special 

Education



Referring a Child for Special 

Services



IDEA (a.k.a. PL 101-476)

Pre-placement Evaluation

Tests must be in child’s native language

Tests must be valid for specified purpose

Must be done by trained individual

Tests must reflect aptitude or achievement

Multimethod, Multisource assessment

Multidisciplinary team

Child must be assessed in all areas related 

to suspected disability



Least Restrictive 

Environment

Mainstreaming

Inclusion

12:1:1

8:1:1

6:1:1

Day Treatment Center

Residential Treatment Center

IDEA (a.k.a. PL 101-476)



 Individualized Education Plan (IEP)

State child’s present levels

Annual goals with short term instructional 

objectives

Specific services to be provided

Projected dates for beginning and duration of 

services

Criteria for determining progress toward goals

IDEA (a.k.a. PL 101-476)



Writing IEP Goals & Objectives

Annual Goals:

 Instructional Objectives:


